Climate change adaptation and mitigation in one str ategy in Lycksele
municipality

In Lycksele municipality, situated in the southern part of Swedish Lapland, climate
change adaptation and mitigation are going to be integrated in one strategy about
climate change. The strategy is intended for Lycksele municipality and its citizens
as a whole and will be a part of the Lycksele Municipality Energy and Climate
Strategy which is now being revised.

Lycksele municipality is already working to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions
but has not dealt with adaptation issues until they joined the Clim-ATIC project.
One reason for integrating climate change adaptation issues into an already
existing strategy is to find out in time in which areas that Lycksele as a society
has its strengths and weaknesses. How will Lycksele municipality be affected
locally by heavier rainfall and shorter winters? How will we be able to make use of
the fact that a longer growing season might lead to higher growth in the forest? A
strategy can be a good help for us to plan for the future!

At present we are 3 civil servants in the
strategy working group and also a
group of politicians. However, during
the processing of the strategy we will
collect ideas from within the
municipality organisation and also from
the business, school, organisations
and citizens. Our ambition with the
strategy is to work in a broad
participatory process and that we will
have a strategy for political approval by
the end of 2010.

The final strategy will be in the form of a written document consisting of three
parts:

Part one in which previous work on climate change is followed up, emissions
today is discussed and climate change scenarios and consequences described.
The second part consists of aims and activities on climate change and climate
change adaptation issues. The third part will focus on ecologic, economic and
social consequences of the strategy.

When the climate change scenarios, that form a basis for the strategy, were
presented at a work shop in February 2009 around 50 politicians, school children
and civil servants attended the work shop. However, local business did not attend,
although invited. It is therefore difficult to say much about the general interest for
adaptation strategy planning in Lycksele municipality, but we are hoping for a
broad participation from business, organisations and citizens when the strategy is
being processed this year.

All the publications that are produced are placed on Lycksele municipality’s web
page: www.lycksele.se/clim-atic. The photo is from the climate change scenario
work shop in February 2009.




